Public procurement regulation in Africa is not widely researched. To address the shortage of scholarship in this area and to promote future research, this book analyses the law governing public procurement in a number of African systems and looks at key themes relevant to all African states. Part I discusses the regulatory regimes of nine African systems using a common framework, providing both a focused view of these African systems and an accessible comparative perspective. In Part II, key regulatory issues in public procurement that are particularly relevant in the African context are assessed through a comparative approach. The chapters consider the influence of international regulatory regimes (particularly the UNCITRAL Model Law on procurement) on African systems and provide insights into the way public procurement regulation is approached in Africa.
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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
This book developed out of a three-year research partnership between the University of Nottingham and the University of Stellenbosch under the British Academy's UK-Africa Academic Partnerships scheme. The main aim of the project was to examine the current state of public procurement regulation in Africa, with an initial focus on Southern Africa, in key areas. The project was developed because of the extremely limited academic engagement to date with African public procurement systems. While public procurement regulation has recently developed as a distinct field of legal academic study in other continents and is increasingly playing a key role in international legal regimes, such as that of the WTO, the level of academic engagement with this area in Africa has been negligible. There have been only two comprehensive national studies published and a handful of academic articles, as indicated in the bibliography included in this book.
The goal of the project and hence of this book is to assist African domestic development and to inform legal research and policy-making, both through its short-term outputs, primarily in the form of this book, and long-term impact. In the latter respect, this project aims, inter alia: (i) to provide foundations for future research on African procurement regulation; (ii) to provide the foundation for specific research and teaching programmes to secure long-term academic capacity in Africa; and (iii) to provide a platform for African scholars to develop research partnerships and gain access to broader international scholarship. The project also seeks to provide interested parties outside Africa with access to materials on African procurement, so that they may incorporate African perspectives into academic work and policy-making activities.
From its inception, we realised that the project was an ambitious one and thus initially limited the focus to Southern Africa. In developing the book, however, we decided that a broader focus drawing on systems from across the continent would better serve the project's purposes. However, pragmatic problems such as access to materials, language barriers and xiii www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-02832-6 -Public Procurement Regulation in Africa Edited By Geo Quinot and Sue Arrowsmith Frontmatter More information xiv preface and acknowledgments finding research partners in different countries remained and played an important role in the final decision on which countries to include. Eventually, we included Botswana, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa and Zimbabwe, providing a good sample of subSaharan systems. Our aim is thus not to present either a full perspectiveor even a representative view -of all African public procurement regulatory systems. In line with the objectives of the project, the book is only a starting point for further work to be done, and the systems included thus serve as examples of public procurement regulation in Africa.
The method used in the book is doctrinal legal analysis, covering both hard law (legislation and case law) and 'soft law' norms, since the latter play an important role in procurement in some countries. No new empirical work was done. As far as possible, the study of a particular system was done by local researchers working, in most cases, in collaboration with established researchers in the field of public procurement regulation.
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